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LIKE EACH OF ITS SHIPS, THE RFTG CAN OPERATE ACROSS THE ROYAL NAVY’S THREE 
CORE ROLES, WARFIGHTING, MARITIME SECURITY AND DEFENCE ENGAGEMENT.

Whatever the stage of a situation the ships and submarines of the RFTG 
can provide the right measured response.

Through presence alone Royal Navy ships 
can assist the diplomatic process; working 
with other states to help them contain 
situations before crises develop.

Significant offensive action can be conducted 
by ships and submarines from the sea without 
having to put UK military personnel ashore. 

In the aftermath of a 
natural disaster, or post 
conflict, the Royal Navy 
can help enable other 
nations to rebuild 
stability and Governance.

When troops are 
required, the RFTG 
can deliver its Lead 
Commando Group to 
conduct assault from 
the sea.

When required it is 
ships of the Royal 
Navy that can be 
positioned in the right 
place to enforce UK 
Foreign Policy.

Hydrographic ships 
map the sea floor 
all over the world, 
this is not only vital 
for the safety of 
shipping worldwide 
but also opens up 
important 
communication 
channels with 
nations worldwide.

Mine Counter 
Measure Vessels 
protect vital 
shipping lanes and 
straits, deterring 
adversaries who 
may threaten to 
restrict their use by 
deploying mines.

Ships and submarines can 
act as a policing force in 
a region, reducing 
de-stabilising factors such 
as crime and terrorism.
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The scalable nature of the RFTG provides choice to deliver a tailored response.

Meanwhile…

The ability to disperse vessels to conduct wider regional engagement can stop a 
local event becoming  a regional crisis.

PROTECTING OUR NATION’S INTERESTS

The integrated surface and sub-surface contribution 
to the Response Force Task Group (RFTG)

SHIPS & SUBMARINES

PROTECTING OUR NATION’S INTERESTS
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Provide Maritime Security

Ships of the RFTG can act as a dispersed force 
with units spread over a vast area of sea. Royal 
Navy ships are at sea every day, countering the 
illegal fl ow of drugs, weapons and people, and 
work with international and regional partners to 
make the sea safer for us all.

Prevent Confl ict

Should violence threaten a region, the presence 
of a single ship can reassure or deter, as can the 
possibility that a submarine is nearby, or that the 
full weight of the RFTG is in the region.

Deployed individually or together 
in a task group our surface ships…
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The RFTG can include...
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• Royal Fleet Auxiliary tankers and store supply ships 

Together this task group protects the shipping around it, cre

... project signifi cant UK infl uence worldwide.

... conduct defence engagement and can disperse to interac

... provide security over a vast area.

... present a credible warfi ghting capability, able to reassure 

... form the core of a truly joint UK force; with personnel an
the RFTG works across the ‘seams’, at sea, on land and in

... integrate maritime aircraft and marine forces.

tarian Relief

to rapidly provide 
d and Disaster Relief 
sea, without the need to 
n country’s infrastructure 
ddition to their core 
ch as fi re-fi ghting, fi rst 

repair), all personnel 
nduct humanitarian 
ard deployed frigates 
e often the fi rst external 
to deliver assistance and 
Fleet Auxiliary vessels 
e necessary stores and 
If required our ships can 

on of UK nationals from 

Promote Partnerships

Wherever a ship is located in the world, it is a prominent 
symbol of UK intent and, by working with other nations, 
by training with them and supporting them to build their 
capacity, we enable states to promote good governance 
of the sea. These partnerships can forge strong links and 
common understanding of sensitive global issues and can 
also open up opportunities for enhanced UK trade.

Protect Our Economy

90% of world trade is carried by sea* and the UK’s 
markets are more than 50% supplied by imports**. 
The Royal Navy keeps vital shipping lanes open, 
safeguards our imported energy resources and 
can spot risks to trade before they threaten our 
economy.

*International Chamber of Shipping 2008

**Centre for Economic and Business Research 2011

And are always Ready To Fight

The RFTG is formed of a number of vessels whose complementary 
capabilities make it ready to fi ght and win in combat at sea, 
on land or in the air. Our ships can provide offensive Naval 
Gunfi re, and our submarines can gather intelligence or launch 
precision Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles (TLAM). Royal Marines 
Commandos can be landed ashore and sustained using the 
RFTG’s amphibious assets and helicopters, with joint ground 
attack aircraft available to provide further support if required.
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